THE WORD
Experiencing, Growing In & Sharing God’s Love

Goldendale United Methodist Church

April 2021
April Calendar

Monday April 8 and 22
5:30 p.m.
T/W/Th Community Meals
5:30 p.m.
Sundays
Worship 9:30 a.m.

Council Zoom Meeting
April 7 5:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday April 4th

Worship Online
Pastor Joyce’s message

9:30 a.m.

www.goldendaleumc.org

Join us for Easter Worship
including Communion
Still using masks and social distancing, but
again together! If you have some spring
flowers to decorate the church please bring
them when you come.

We are an Easter people
and alleluia is our song!

To share prayer concerns
call the church 773-4461
Or email
gumc12@centurylink.net

The Office will be closed on
Monday April 5th Easter Monday!

Christ the Lord is Risen Today
by Charles Wesley

Chasing the Wild Goose
Pastor Joyce O’Connor-Magee
Practice Resurrection.
Two little words that make a world of difference. As we
have arrived at Easter we might wonder what it all
means. More than bunnies and peeps, of course. The
moment when the world shifted is more like it. We
might think Easter is just about Jesus living again - in a
transformed way. We might be like those who saw
him and heard him after Easter yet still doubted.
Easter is the season to live into the new life we have
been contemplating all of Lent. Many of us have been
living this year in a holding pattern. There are those,
of course, who made quilts, crocheted afghans, wrote
books - and there are some of us who have just held
on. Now is the time to struggle out of our cocoons and
take to flight. It is a unique time to emerge in new
ways and try on new identities.
We are invited to Practice Resurrection! These are the
last two words of Wendell Berry’s powerful poem
Manifesto: the Mad Farmer Liberation Front. Throughout the lengthy poem Berry asks us to do things that
don’t compute. To plant sequoias that we will never
see grow into what they will be. Be joyful though you
have considered all the facts. To practice resurrection
means to live upstream to the norm of our materialistic
society. To notice the natural world and put our trust in
topsoil. He calls us not to just notice resurrection but to
practice it daily.
When the holiday is over it is our gift as Christians to
continue in daily celebration that God transforms the
world one person at a time starting with Jesus.
Resurrection speaks of hope, power, change. What
would it look like in your life to really live God’s holy
transformation for your life. Can we become braver
and more daring as Christians? Can we see that this
Easter we are renewed? Can we hear and hold in our
hearts the songs - Christ the Lord is Risen - TODAY!
Be an Easter person - Love the Lord Practice Resurrection
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We all have our favorite Easter hymn. Easter
begins a season called Eastertide when we sing
songs that touch our hearts. One favorite is
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” Charles
Wesley’s lyrics wonderfully celebrate how Jesus’
resurrection is God’s victory over death, and call
us to tell the world.
Charles and John Wesley, two of the historic
founders of The United Methodist Church,
published the beloved hymn in their first
hymnal, Hymns and Sacred Poems in 1739.
A section toward the back of the hymnal includes
songs for special days where “Hymn for Christmas
-Day,” which we know as “Hark! the Herald Angels
Sing,” is just a few pages away from “Hymn for
Easter-Day” that we sing as “Christ the Lord Is
Risen Today.”
For those who know our United Methodist Hymnal well, reading the words Wesley penned can
feel incomplete. The alleluias we are used to singing at the end of each line aren’t there. A later editor added them to make the lyrics fit the tune and
to give added opportunities for praise.
Wesley writes about the Resurrection in the present tense, inviting us into the biblical narrative.
As we sing, we easily picture ourselves standing
among the witnesses of the empty tomb on that
first Easter morning.
“Christ the Lord is ris’n to day,”
Sons of men and angels say,
Raise your joys and triumphs high,
Sing ye heav’ns, and earth reply.
Participating in this moment, we are also aware of
the magnitude of the Resurrection. In this opening
verse, Wesley introduces a theme that runs
through the hymn. The Resurrection is celebrated
both on earth and in heaven.
The final verse we usually sing sends us into the
world to be Easter People:
Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia!
Foll’wing our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

Hello everyone!
We are finally at a place where
we can once again meet inperson!! We must still abide by
Covid protocols for masking up
and social distancing, but together we will be!
On Monday, April 12th, we will meet in the Fellowship Hall at noon. It is
NOT a potluck, but there will be a salad lunch provided for us. Bring
yourself and a mask and join us for the first meeting in over a year.
The program will be Dr. Ogden and his latest mission trip, in-country,
over a year ago.

Birthdays
Monica Gourley 4/3
Kevin Hamilton 4/23

We will also talk about our recent mission project helping the Community Center in Nome, Alaska. And, we will have an update on the progress with our yard sale. Will it happen? Or won’t it happen. We will
discuss all the possibilities at this meeting.
How is your reading coming? We can have books available for you to
check out at the meeting. If you would like to share your reading list,
bring it along to the meeting.
There will be information about upcoming UMW events on the local,
district, and conference levels.
Hoping to see you all there!!
Lynn Wanless
UMW President

Anniversary
Larry & Monica
Gourley
4/3

Calling All Church Leaders
Join district superintendents and staff of the Alaska and PNW
Conferences in the second of two online pieces of training for local
church leaders. Each training will start with a session for everyone on
good leadership practices for an inclusive church, followed by break-out
groups for specific work areas of church leadership.
Held via Zoom on Sunday, April 18th from 2-4 p.m. There may be
some preparatory work before the training for some breakout groups.
Registration is required to receive the zoom invite but is free,
Register by Friday, April 16, 2021, at 12 pm https://gnwreg.brtapp.com/TwohourLeadershipDistrictTrainings71

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday
9am - noon
509-773-4461
M/W Lynn Wanless
T/Th Elsie David
M-Th Pastor Joyce
509-389-1406
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Native American Ministries
Sunday is April 18, 2021!
Thank you for your generosity in 2020. Last
year our church—along with other United
Methodist churches—gave $273,741 toward
the Native American Ministries Suday offering.
Your gifts to Native American Ministries
Sunday fund scholarships for Native American
seminarians, strengthen and develop Native
American ministries and communities and
support Native American outreach in annual
conferences.
Thank you for your generous gifts.

Goldendale UM Church
109 E. Broadway
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