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Advent 2020 

 A Different Countdown 
We are heading into month 9 of COVID 19.  Our hope and 

prayer is we will have a vaccine by the start of 2021 and we will 

be able soon to be back in worship.  With rates spiking across 

the state we have not been given the green light to “get back to 

normal”.  However, we feel it is important to be together for      

limited times and especially to celebrate communion monthly. 

On December  6th you are invited to a limited devotion time by 

reservation only.  At 9:30 a.m. or 10:10 a.m. you can come, 

hear a short meditation, join in prayer and listen to music.  You 

also will be given the opportunity to receive communion.  

Please call the office to get a seat! 773-4461.  Masks must be 

worn by everyone!  Social distancing will be enforced. It’s not 

what we might want but having no one exposed or taken by 

COVID is the most important thing!  

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
While we won’t have our traditional       

Advent services we can be together in 

daily devotions.  We are not offering 

chocolate filled Advent Calendars but daily thoughts and         

music.  Starting on Tuesday (attached to Monday’s email)  

Pastor Joyce will send out a daily Advent page.  We are all         

being challenged to read through the Gospel of Luke - 24 days 

on the Advent Calendar - 24 chapters in Luke!  She will also 

share in the history of some of the greatest Christmas carols 

and some of our Christmas traditions!  If your family has a       

tradition she could share please let her know!   

Let us be a people prepared - for Christ does come in his own 

time - as the scripture says - keep watch, stay awake!  
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 Monica’s  
Simple Stitches 

Monica Gourley will  have 
some of her wonderful crafts 
for sale on a new Facebook 
page. Many of us are finding 

shopping on line is the way to go this year. 
Give Monica or Larry a call to find out how to 
get online to buy beautiful, handmade gifts.  
 

 
Parsonage Kitchen  

Project 
 

The remodel of the parsonage     
kitchen is now complete!  Updates to cabinets, 
countertops, sink and plumbing, lighting, and 
stove and oven have made the kitchen brighter, 
more user friendly, and up-to-code.  Here’s a  
summary of costs and how it was paid for. 
 
The total costs to Firwood AG Services,        
Shenandoah Cabinets, and Wilde Contracting 
(electrical)was:           $10,148.28 
Donations from congregation: $3670.00 
 
The remainder monies were taken from our      
designated account - Taking Care of God’s 
House. 
 
Thanks to all who gave generously to make this 
project happen.  Special thanks to Kevin and Pat 
Hamilton who finished the project by painting the 
new cabinets.  Thanks also to Connie Pond and 
Lynn Wanless who headed up the project for us.  
 
 
Special Friends’ Birthdays 
 
Two of our friends who live with 
dementia are having birthdays 
this month.  Ruth Bruns on the 
9th and Linda Anderson on the 
29th.  Both would be happy to get birthday cards.  
 
Send them to  
 
Ruth Bruns    Linda Anderson 
405 E. Broadway  1201 West 10th 
Goldendale, WA 98620 Apt 115 
    The Dalles, OR 
    97058 

 

Chasing the  Wild Goose 

Pastor Joyce O’Connor-Magee 

 I am so grateful to our neighbors who have put up 

Christmas lights and a life size crèche in the front yard. We 

try to keep advent for a while around here but I am so           

happy that others rush the Christmas season. However this 

year I am finding the need for a winter holiday very real. 

What is a winter holiday?  Well I have finally made peace 

with the world’s over the top celebration this time of year.  It 

really has nothing to do with us waiting for Jesus!  Even 

without the nativity we would have a need for lights and 

songs and celebration this time of year in northern regions. 

Ancient ancestors waited with hope and expectation that 

the days would get longer.  It is no accident that the winter 

solstice and Christmas comes at the same time. So my 24/7 

“Christmas” music is playing, soon we will have the tree up, 

and presents have been wrapped.  

 Yet still - we who look for the Christ Child celebrate 

Advent - his coming in Bethlehem and  his coming in our 

lives.  For in the midst of parties and presents, tinsel and 

toys the Christ Child comes.  Meister Eckart said  "God is 

the newest thing there is, the youngest thing there is. God is 

the beginning and if we are united to God we become new 

again."  To greet the Christ Child we welcome a divine new-

ness into our very lives.  We begin again and grow as the 

child grows with us and in us.  We are startled by babies - 

learning to look at the world anew through their eyes.           

This very week Barb Stout and family have welcomed Elise 

into the world.  Catherine gave birth to this new child on 

Wednesday, just in time for Thanksgiving!  She is indeed a 

beautiful child with a lifetime ahead of her to learn and 

grow.  We too have a lifetime, long or short, to learn to be 

beloved children of God. As her family waited and anticipat-

ed her birth - she came when she was ready. 

 We wait for the birth of the newness of God not in 

Bethlehem this year but in us. Advent is a funny thing - we 

count down the days yet Christ can be born new in us every 

day!  When we are ready and when we are not!  So this  

Advent let us light candles, read the gospel, listen to songs 

of joy and hope.  Let us be prepared to meet the Christ 

Child, ever born anew in our world as he is born in us.  

 It will be a different Advent, a different Christmas but  

let us make it joyful - welcoming the one who makes all 

things new!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

Ruth Bruns 12/09 

Brittany Allen 12/09 

Ray Gosney 12/23 

Linda Anderson 12/29 
 

Anniversary 
Guy and Bernice Baker       
 12/12 

 

CHURCH 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday to Thursday 

9am - noon 

509-773-4461 

M/W  Lynn Wanless 

T/Th  Elsie David 

M-Th  Pastor Joyce 
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An Invitation to Read! 
 
Ladies, 
 

It has been such an interesting fall!  There are ups and downs, there is excitement and 
wonder.  And now we once again are experiencing the seriousness of the pandemic.  If 
you’re like me you are finding that staying at home is sometimes great and sometimes 
lonely.  I have been busy sewing and knitting and reading.  How about you?   
 

In thinking about the fact that our UMW’s group can’t meet, Nancy Nickels (our reading 
program chairperson) and I have devised a challenge for you.  While you sit around 
your cozy fireplace or just sit in your favorite chair we encourage you to read books from 
the UMW reading list!  We have tried to set this up so that it will be easy for you to get 
the books and for us to keep track of them.  There is a reward for you.  Of course, the 
UMW will present you with a certificate honoring you for reading as many books as you 
want.  And we have book bags!!  Once you have read 3 books, you get to keep one of 
the bags.  (They are made from recycled jeans and are just the right size to carry books 
in….or anything else for that matter.)   
 

Here's what you do: 
1. Come to the church and get a book (or books).  They will be on a table in the church 
lobby.  Just come and ring the doorbell to the right side of the glass doors and someone 
will come and let you in to peruse the books.  (Be sure to wear your mask!)  Check the 
door first, as it may be unlocked.   
2. Just like in ‘the old days’ you pull the card from inside the book and put your name 
on it and put it in the little wooden box on the table.  That way we know who has which 
book.  (Nancy has spent a lot of time going through the library of our books and        
organizing all of them.) 
3. Put your books in a bag and take them home and read them.  When you read 3, 
you get to keep the bag! 
4. There are forms on the table that keep track of what you have read.  Take one of 
them, post it on your refrigerator and each time you finish a book, write it on the 
form.  We will collect those forms at a later date. 
 

READ AND REPEAT!! 
 If you have any questions you can give Nancy or myself a call.  We are in the church 
directory.  Or you can call us here at the church office.  (773-4461)  There are some 
excellent books available, so we hope that this will fill some of those long winter        
evenings with learning new things or exploring new ideas.  You can also access books 
online.  By going to UMW reading program online you will be directed to a long list of 
books.  We are adding books all the time.   
 

Best of luck and happy reading!! 
 

Lynn 



The Word 
Goldendale UM Church 
109 E. Broadway 
PO Box 1033 
Goldendale, WA    98620 

Letter from Katherine Parker,  
UMC Global Missionary to Nepal 
 

Dear friends at Goldendale UMC, 
I’m still waiting for Nepal to reopen for travel, would love to connect 
with you again!  I am grateful for your support of my work with the 
people of Nepal, even as I am working remotely from my parent’s 
house in California while Nepal is on lockdown.  Despite the closed 
borders and limited movement, COVID is on the rise in Nepal as 
migrants stranded at the India border are finally being allowed in to 
return home.  With UMW and UMCOR support, we (United Mission 
to Nepal) are reaching out to equip health facilities because  
maternal and child mortality is on the rise due to limited vaccine 
campaigns and fear to seek treatment.  Email me at  
kparker@umcmission.org 

if you would like to join by Zoom for more updates.  
 
Peace, 
 

Katherine Parker 
UMC Global Missionary to Nepal 

mailto:kparker@umcmission.org

